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to  whom I  a p p e a le d  f o r  h e lp , to  f i n d  th e  so u rc e  
o f  t h i s  p a s s a g e  a s . an  e x a c t q u o te . J o e  R . C h r i s t ­
o p h e r , h o w e v e r, s u g g e s te d  C o v e n try  P a tm o re  a s  th e  
s o u rc e  o f  i t s  id e a ,  re m in d in g  me t h a t  le w is  h ad  
w r i t te n  th e  fo llo w in g  l e t t e r  to  Owen B a r f ie ld  on 
10 J u n e , 1 9 3 0 , a b o u t one o f  P a tm o re 's  b o o k s:
I  h av e  j u s t  f i n i s h e d  T he A n g el in  th e  
H o u se . A m azing p o e t!  . . . w h a t p a r t i c u l a r ­
l y  im p re s s e d  me w as h i s  ta k in g  . . . th e  
L i l i t h i a n  d e s i r e  to  b e a d m ire d , an d  m aking  
i t  h i s  c h ie f  p o in t :  th e  lo v e r  i s  p r im a r i ly  
th e  m ech an ism  b y  w h ich  th e  w o m an 's b e a u ty  
a p p re h e n d s  i t s e l f  . . . V en u s i s  a  fe m a le  
d e i t y ,  n o t " b e c a u s e  men in v e n te d  th e  m yth­
o lo g y ,"  b u t b e c a u se  sh e  i s .
H er f e m in in i ty  i s  th u s  a s  n e c e s s a r y  to  h e r  d iv in ­
i t y  a s  M a rs /M a la c a n d ra 's  i s  to  h im .
E ach  o f  th e  th r e e  i n t e r p l a n e t a r y  n o v e ls  c u l­
m in a te s  i n  a n  e p ip h a n y : O ut o f  th e  S i l e n t  P la n e t 
w ith  th e  co m in g  o f  O y a rsa  who i s  M a la c a n d ra /M a rs ; 
P e r e la n d r a  w ith  a  m a n i f e s ta t io n  o f  M a la c a n d ra /
M ars an d  P e re la n d ra /V e n u s ; an d  in  T h a t H id eo u s
S tr e n g th  i t  i s  a l l  th e  in h a b i ta n t s  o f  H ig h  H eaven 
who a r e  c a l l e d  down b y  M e rlin  an d  R ansom  u p o n  th e  
h e a d s  o f  t h e i r  e n e m ie s . In  h is  a b b r e v ia te d  
v e r s io n  o f  th e  l a t t e r  n o v e l, L ew is e x c is e d  a  num­
b e r  o f m y th o lo g ic a l m o t if s , b u t t h i s  p i v o t a l  1 
c h a p te r  he l e f t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n t a c t ,  f o r  i t  
p r e s e n ts  th e  f u l l  m y th o lo g ic a l s t r u c tu r e  o f  th e  
t r i l o g y .
The s tu p e n d o u s  se q u e n c e  o f .im a g e s  i n  T h a t 
H id eo u s S tr e n g th  i s ,  i n  t o t a l ,  an  in v o c a t io n  o f  
th e  p la n e ta r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e s  a s  a s p e c t s  o f  th e  
hum an p e r s o n a l i t y  w hen h u m an ity  i s  c o n s id e re d  to  
h av e  b een  m ade in  th e  im age o f  th e  God who 
c r e a te d  th em . I t  i s  one o f  L e w is 's  m o s t b r e a th ­
ta k in g  an d  a u d a c io u s  a c h ie v e m e n ts , an d  th e s e  
r i c h l y  s e n s u a l im a g e s  a d o rn  th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  h is  
n a r r a t i v e  w ith  a  s p le n d o u r  w o rth y  o f  t h e i r  
m e d ie v a l p r o to ty p e s ;  in d e e d , o f  th e  d i v i n i t i e s  
th e  p r e - C h r is t ia n  w o rld  b e q u e a th e d  to  u s .  L ew is 
h a s  t r e a te d  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  w ith  r e s p e c t :  we to o  
c a n  do so  w ith  a s s u r a n c e , f o r  he h a s  show n u s  
th e  way. To Be Continued
PAST AND FUTURE
We a ll owe G racia Fay Ellwood a  debt of gratitude for 
all she has done as  Editor for M ythlore and the Society.
She has devoted much tim e and concern  in these la st eight 
issues. When someone takes on a job such a th is  it is not 
fo r "fam e o r  fortune." T he rew ard  is  deeper and m ore 
personal. If th e re  is  any recom pense, it is the sa tisfaction  
of knowing one has been of se rv ic e  to  things especially  im ­
portant to  them , and that one has s tr iv e n  to do as well as 
they have the power to  do. If we ap p rec ia te  what G racia 
has done, then we should all encourage h e r  to  continue to  
contribute h e r  individual ta len ts to  th e  fu llest extent possib le. 
It is  a sad  ch a ra c te r is tic  of human n a tu re  to rem ain silent 
when we a r e  pleased or when we approve, but to become 
quite vocal when the opposite is tru e . It would be a courtesy  
to le t G rac ia  know your apprecia tion  of h er work. E d ito rs 
do ap p rec ia te  kind w ords at tim es , s ince  they a re  usually 
dealing w ith procedure and problem s.
Much has happened, a risen , and changed since T he 
Mythopoeic Society began 13 y e a rs  a g o .'' T h e  Inklings a re  
known and apprecia ted  to  a much g re a te r  degree, on many 
levels and facets, than they w ere when the Society was 
form ed. We have the continuing challenge to  study, analyze, 
d iscuss, review , com ment on, and sh a re  the new ideas and 
things tha t seem  to appear with n e a r  dizzying frequency.
I see  the re a d e rs  of M ythlore as  a com munity of persons 
who sh a re  exciting and involving in te re s ts  with each other. 
Most of us a r e  geographically d istan t from  each other, and 
th e re fo re  find M ythlore an apprecia ted  vehicle for com m uni­
cation, opinion, and inform ation. In tellectually , th is is the 
finest com m unity I know and am  excited  to be involved in 
the advancing of its  shared in te re s ts .
I am  an "evolutionary" ra th e r  than a "revolutionary" in 
disposition. Change to adapt to  a lte r in g  circum stances is 
often needed, but too rapid a change can cause feelings of 
unpleasant dislocation, and the com m unity 's long-term  
in te re s ts  m ay not be best served . With th is in mind, I 
would like to see  M ythlore becom e a somewhat m ore 
"w ell-rounded" publication by com bining the best fea tu res 
of a l i t e r a r y  jou rnal along with those  of a magazine. To 
bring th is  about, I would like to so lic it:
A. A rtic le s  of l i te ra ry  analysis and d iscussion  on the w orks 
of Tolkien, Lewis, and W illiam s.
B. A rtic le s  tha t give a b roader app recia tion  of TLW, such 
as  rem in iscences, h is to rica l o r  b iographical aspects, 
not u sua lly  known inform ation, etc.
C. O ther au tho rs and genres of l i te ra tu re  that influenced 
TLW (e. g. MacDonald, N orse and C eltic mythology, e tc .)
D. A rtic le s  that deal with the genera l n a tu re  of myth, 
fantasy, and im agination.
E. A rticles that deal w ith subjects that o v e r- la p  d ifferent 
realm s (e. g. "The H arp  in H istory and Fantasy").
If you have not sen t in  your response to  the Q uestionnaire 
in the la s t issu e , p lease  do so. Additional recom m endations 
to m yself a re  m ost w elcom e. Onward!
MYTHOPOEICCOREREADINGLIST
Mythlore frequently  publishes a r tic le s  th a t presuppose 
the reader is  a lread y  fam ilia r  with the w orks they d iscuss. 
This is natural, given the specia l natu re  of M ythlore. In 
o rd er to a s s is t  som e re a d e rs , the following is  what might 
be considered a "co re"  mythopoeic reading lis t ,  containing 
the most well known and discussed works. Due to  the many 
editions printed, only the ti t le  and orig inal date  of publica­
tion a re  given. Good reading!
J . R. R. TOLKIEN
The Hobbit (1937); "L eaf by Niggle" (1945): "On F a iry -  
S tories" (1945); The L ord  of the Rings : Vol. I, The Fellow- 
ship of the Ring (1954); Vol. II, The Two T ow ers (1954);
Vol. Ill, The R eturn  of th e  King (1955); The S ilm arillion  
(1977); Unfinished T a les  (1980).~
C. S. LEWIS
Out of the Silent P lane t (1938); P ereland ra  (1943); That 
Hideous Strength (19457; The Lion, the W itch and the W ar­
drobe (1950); P rin c e  C aspian  (1951); The Voyage of the 
Dawn T re ad e r (1952); The Silver C hair (1953); The Horse 
and His Boy (1954); The M agician's Nephew (1955); The 
L ast Battle~(1956); T ilt We Have Faces T TP56).
CHARLES WILLIAMS
W ar in Heaven (1930);- Many Dim ensions (1931); The Place 
of the Lion (1931); The G re a te r T rum ps (1932); Shadows of 
Ecstacy (1933); D escent into Hell (193TTP All H allow 's Eve 
(1945); T a liess in  th rough  Logres (1938) and The Region of 
the Summer S tars  (1944) (printed together in 1954).
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